
What is claimed is; 

^ ^ A tonneau cover apparatus for rdnovably attaching a flexible cover about a \^ 
ijerimeter of a cargo box and tailgate op pickup truck, the tonneau cover apparatus 
comprising: \ 

a support frame, the support p-ame removably attached about the cargo box of the 
pickup truck; 

an end plate engagement member, the end plate engagement member being 
attached to the support frame, tl/e end plate engagement member configured to engage 
and receive a portion of ^ena plate as the end plate is translated and pivoted into and 
out of a fixed stretching posi^on in which a tension is placed upon the flexible cover; 

an-end-plate; the en^ plate being attached to an end of a flexible cover, the end 
plate configured to cooperatively engage and pivot v^ith respect to the end plate 
engagement member and/into and out of the fixed stretching position wherein the flexible 
cover can be correspondingly be tensed and relaxed; the end plate having a radial 
engaging'sm'face and the end plate engagement member having ^^eceiving surface which 
engages the radial engaging surface when the end plate pivots into the fixed stretching 
position. 



The tonneau co ^er apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the end plate engagement J ^ ^'ju/ll'U/) 



member has a radial re reiving surface which engages the radial engaging surface when \ 



the end plate pivots intb the fixed stretching position. 

3. The tonneau cover apparatus of claim 1, further including a locking member, the 
locking member operatively connected to the end plate rearward of the end plate 
engagement member when the end plate is in the fixed stretching position; the locking 
member being moveable between a first position and a second position, wherein the 
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5 locking member prevents the end plate from being disengaged from the fixed stretching 

6 position when the locking member is in the first position, and wherein the end plate can 

7 be disengaged from the fixed stretching position when the locking member is in the 

8 second position. 

1 4. The tonneau cover apparatus of claim 3, wherein the perimeter of the cargo box 

2 includes a forward end and two opposing sidewalls; the support frame includes two 

3 opposing side rails, one of which is secured to each of the respective opposing side walls; 
^ 4 the tonneau cover apparatus further including a second end plate engagement member; 

5 each of the end plate engagement members being attached to one of the two side rails 

6 attached to the two opposing side walls; wherein the side rails each have an inwardly 
\ 7 extending flange portion and the locking member includes a finger portion, the finger 
' 8 portion of the locking member being positioned below the respective inwardly extending 

jy , 9 flange portion when the locking member is in the first position such that the end plate 

13 !l 0 cannot be disengaged from the end plate engagement member, because the finger portion 

1 1 is restrained by the inwardly extending flange, the finger portion of the locking member 

P 1 2 being removed from the inwardly extending flange portion when the locking member is 

p 1 3 moved from the first position to the second position such that the end plate can be 

14 disengaged from the end plate engagement member when the locking member is in the 

!JS 15 second position. 

P 

1 5. The tonneau cover apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the locking member 

2 includes an upper portion which is slidably retained within the end plate,, and the finger 

3 portion is spaced apart from the upper portion and extends outwardly beyond the main 

4 body of the upper portion. 

1 6. The tonneau cover apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the end plate includes 

2 a channel having a cross-sectional shape which is smaller at the bottom and larger at the 

3 top so that it has a generally *T" shaped configuration. 
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A tonneau cover apparatus for removably attaching a flexible cover about a 
f rimeter of a cargo box tailgate of a pickup truck, the tonneau cover apparatus ^ 
comprising: 

a support framKthe support frame removably attached about the cargo box of the 
pickup truck; 



an end plate fifngagement member, the end plate engagement member being 
attached to the support frame, the end plate engagement member configured to engage 
and receive a portiod of ^end plate as the end plate is translated and pivoted into and 
out of a fixed stretching position in which a tension is placed upon the flexible cover; 



^-end-pMe, the end plate being attached to an end of a flexible cover, the end 
plate configured to cooperatively engage and pivot with respect to the end plate 

engagement mimber and into and out of the fixed stretching position wherein the flexible ^ r^.^yy^ 
cover can be correspondingly be tensed and relaxed; the end plate engagement member ^^^^^^ 
having a radial jeceiving surface and the end plate having a radial engaging surface d^P^ i J/^^e 
which engages the radial receiving surface when the end plate pivots into the fixed 
stretching pofsition. 




8. The tonneau cover apparatus of claim 7, further including a locking member, the 
locking member operatively connected to the end plate rearward of the end plate 
engagement member when the end plate is in the fixed stretching position; the locking 
member being moveable between a first position and a second position, wherein the 
locking member prevents the end plate from being disengaged from the fixed stretching 
position when the locking member is in the first position, and wherein the end plate can 
be disengaged from the fixed stretching position when the locking member is in the 



8 second position. 



The tonneau cover 



apparatus of claim 7, wherein the perimeter of the cargo box ^^9^ 



includes a forward end and two opposing sidewalls; the support frame includes two 
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opposing side rails, one of which is secured to each of the respective opposing side walls; 
the tonneau cover apparatus further including a second end plate engagement member; 
each of the end plate engagement members being attached to one of the two side rails 
attached to the two opposing side walls; wherein the side rails each have an inwardly 
extending flange portion and the locking member includes a finger portion, the finger 
portion of the locking member being positioned below the respective inwardly extending 
flange portion when the locking member is in the first position such that the end plate 
cannot be disengaged fi-om the end plate engagement member, because the finger portion 
is restrained by the inwardly extending flange, the finger portion of the locking member 
being removed fi-om the inwardly extending flange portion when the locking member is 
moved fi-om the first position to the/second position such that the end plate can be 
disengaged fi-om the end plate engagement member when the locking member is in the 
second position. 

10. The tonneau cover apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the locking member 
includes an upper portion which/is slidably retained within the end plate, and the finger 
portion is spaced apart fi-om the/upper portion and extends outwardly beyond the main 
body of the upper portion. 

1 1 . The tonneau cover apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the end plate includes t^fp^ 
a channel having a cross-sectional shape which is smaller at the bottom and larger at the 



0- 



top so that it has a generally * 



^2. 
a\peri 



T" shaped configuration. 



A tonneau 



perimeter of a cjtrgo box 



forward end, two 
of the forward en 
having first and s 



cover app£ ratus for removably attaching a flexible cover about a top of (^--{y^J 



oi a pi 



pickup truck, the perimeter of the cargo box including a 



a support 



opposing sidewalls and a tailgate, the tailgate being positioned rearward 
[ and having an open position and a closed position, the flexible cover 
cond ends, the tonneau cover apparatus comprising: 



frame inc 



engagement members, one 



uding two opposing side rails and a pair of end plate 

of which is secured to each of the respective opposing side 
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rails rearward of the 
cargo box of the pic 

an end plate 



forward end, the support frame being removably attached to the 
up truck; 

attached to the second end of the flexible cover, the end plate 



configured to cooperatively engage and pivot with respect to each of the respective end 



embers; wherein the end plate engagement members cooperate to 
when the first end ofjthe flexible cover is operatively connected to 



plate engagement n 
engage the end plat 

the support frame forward of the respective engagement members, such that the end plate 
can pivot into and put of a fixed stretching position wherein the flexible cover is stretched 
to place a tension on the flexible cover; the end plate having a radial engaging surface 
and each of the en i plate engagement members having a receiving surface which engages 
a portion of the raiial engaging surface ^hen the end plate pivots into the fixed stretching 
position; and 



a locking member, the locking member operatively connected to the end plate 
rearward of the each of the end plate engagement members when the end plate is in the 
fixed stretching position and movabl J between a first position and a second position 
when the end plate is in the fixed stretching position; wherein the locking member 
prevents the endlplate from being di ;engaged from the fixed stretching position when the 
locking member is in the first position, and wherein the end plate can be disengaged from 
the fixed stretcmng position when the locking member is in the second position. 



1 3 . The tonneau cover apparatus 



of claim 12, wherein the end plate engagement 



members have radial receiving surfaces which engage portions of the radial engaging 
surface when the end plate pivots int^ the fixed stretching position. 



14. The tonneau cover apparatus of claim 13, (^herein the perimeter of the cargo box 
includes a forward end and two opposing sidewalls; the support frame includes two 
opposing side rails, one of which is secured to each of the respective opposing side walls; 
the tonneau cover apparatus fiirther including a second end plate engagement member; 
each of the end plate engagement members being attached to one of the two side rails 
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attached to the two opposing side walls;ywherein the side rails each have an inwardly 
extending flange portion and the locking member includes a finger portion, the finger 
portion of the locking member being positioned below the respective inwardly extending 
flange portion when the locking member is in the first position such that the end plate 
cannot be disengaged fi-om the end plate engagement member, because the finger portion 
is restrained by the inwardly extending flange, the finger portion of the locking member 
being removed from the inwardly extending flange portion when the locking member is 
moved fi-om the first position to the second position such that the end plate can be 
disengaged firom the end plate engagement member when the locking member is in the 
second position. 

1 5. The tonneau cover apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the locking member 
includes an upper portion which is slidably retained within the end plate, and the finger 
portion is spaced apart fi:'om the upper portion and extends outwardly beyond the main 
body of the upper portion. 

16. The tonneau cover apparatus according to claim 15, wherein the end plate 
includes a channel having a cross-sectional shape which is smaller at the bottom and 
larger at the top so that it has a generally "T" shaped configuration. 




30 



